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Hello and welcome to the latest
edition of Word at Work.

involved in and then sharing about
this with others.

Belfast is famous for many things;
the Harland and Wolff cranes are a
colourful symbol of Belfast on the
skyline. The iconic H&W letters
remind us of those involved in the
ship building industry of Belfast but
they also represent something else
– the fabulous ‘Hello & Welcome’ of
Northern Ireland.

We are at the beginning of a new
year of support for Bible Society
work all over the world; thank you
for your generosity throughout
2017. We look forward to sharing
about projects and Bible Societies
with you this year. In this edition of
Word at Work you can read about
Kingo Festivals in Egypt. I visited
a Kingo Festival last June and was
amazed by the numbers of children
involved, the enthusiasm of the
leaders and the amazing opportunity
this is to impact a generation of
children in Egypt with God’s Word.

In recent months we have said
‘Hello and Welcome’ to visitors from
other Bible Societies when they
have visited Northern Ireland; these
members of our global Bible Society
family bring stories, encouragement
and gratitude to us here in the Bible
Society NI and to our supporters all
over the country. This year we will
say ‘Hello and Welcome’ to others
from the global family – what an
exciting thing to be involved in!
We have also sent our greetings
to our global Bible Society family
through individuals who were
making trips from here. Rev Brian
Anderson visited China and Rev
John Faris spent time in Gujarat,
India – you can read about their
trips inside. It is great to be able
to visit and encourage our global
family by seeing the work they are

As we step into 2018 we know
there will be things which will be
challenging ahead but we also know
that God will continue to surprise us
with opportunities and generosity
just like in years before. At the end
of 2018 I know that we will be able
to look back over the year and we
will be able to say ‘look at what
God has done’ here in Northern
Ireland and in so many other places
around His world.
Every blessing and thank you again,

A Big, Bible-loving Lion
in Egypt.

Cover Photo shows an aid box being
received by refugees in Lebanon. See
February’s Bible-a-month project on
page 8 for more.
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Welcome

Children receiving Bible booklets at a Kingo event in Egypt. See pages 14-15 for more
information and how you can be part of this!

When the Family Comes to Visit
Bible Society NI is part of a big global fellowship called
United Bible Societies. In the last edition of Word at
Work you will have read of Catherine’s trips to visit Egypt
and Cambodia. These were fantastic opportunities to
find out more about the work there and what life is like
for Bible Society staff in these places.
In the last few months, we
have welcomed some Bible
Society visitors to Northern
Ireland. In September Jorge
Gomez, General Secretary of
the Bible Society of Honduras,
visited Belfast along with
his wife Maribel. In October
Anthony Lamuel, General
Secretary of the Pakistan Bible
Society visited.

Honduras

Bible Society NI has a special
relationship with the Bible
Society of Honduras. In 1998
Bible House in Honduras was
destroyed as a result of the
impact of Hurricane Mitch;
supporters from here responded
with generosity and that has
never been forgotten. Bible
Society NI were the first Bible
Society to respond with a
pledge of support to Honduras
at that time.
In recent years, we have
been supporting a project in
Honduras to distribute Scripture
materials to members of the
Police force as well as to
prisoners. You may have read
about this in our Bible-a-month
calendar in July last year.
Jorge and his wife were
visiting Europe to mark their
35th wedding anniversary
and decided to visit us here
in Northern Ireland. It was
wonderful to hear from them
about their work and about
their country. Honduras has
high levels of corruption but
there is an openness to the
Bible and to prayer throughout
all sections of society.

Bible Society NI
is part of a big
global fellowship
called United
Bible Societies

Jorge and Maribel Gomez present Catherine with
examples of the Scripture distributed in Honduras.

Please continue to pray that
the Bible Society will be able to
maximise these opportunities to
share God’s Word.

Pakistan

Jorge and Maribel on a sunny day in Belfast!

Anthony Lamuel, General
Secretary of the Pakistan Bible
Society, is involved in the
global governance of United
Bible Societies and therefore
was in Europe for other
meetings and decided to visit
Northern Ireland.
During Anthony’s visit he
spent time in Belfast and Co.
Fermanagh. He spoke at Ardess
Parish Church in Kesh on
Sunday 29th October – helping
the church to celebrate Bible
Sunday.
We have been supporting
work in Pakistan for a number
of years. In 2018 we are
supporting a literacy project
with a specific focus on women
in rural areas of Pakistan where
the Pakistan Bible Society is
partnering with the local church
to reach into communities
with huge needs. Pakistan is
a country where the Christian
Church is under pressure. Pray
for the witness and impact that
the Pakistan Bible Society team
have on society as a whole.

Anthony Lamuel, General Secretary of the Pakistan
Bible Society with Catherine Little at Bible Society
NI in Belfast.

Rev Canon Henry Blair with Anthony at Ardess
Parish, Kesh, Co Fermanagh.
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Bible Seminary students are delighted to receive Scripture resources thanks to the United Bible Societies.

God at Work in China
Rev Brian Anderson, from
Wesley Centenary Methodist
Church in Bangor, represented
the Irish Council of Churches
on a recent party of Church
Leaders who visited China. He
reflects on that visit:

“Share Jesus, everywhere, everyday,
everyone.”

The Church in China is witness to a
current day work of the Holy Spirit,
a success story. There are three new
churches every 2 days, 38 million
Christians (officially) in total and
400,000 newly baptised a year.

As a country to which agencies
encouraged the quiet smuggling
of Bibles, the irony is not lost that
China is now the world’s largest
producer of Bibles. The Amity Printing
Company has printed more than 160
million Bibles since the opening up of
religion by the State; over 25 million
copies a year are distributed to a
hundred different countries. More
than 77 million Chinese homes own
an Amity Bible.

The members of the Church want
to grow in the faith and mission is
high on their agenda. The Chairman
of Shanghai China Christian Council
(CCC), Rev Shen Xue Bin, said
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This open mission attitude explains
in some way the growth. The
Church in China, both registered and
unregistered, is growing fast.

Amity Printing Company’s chief
priority still remains, to get the Bible
into the hands of every Chinese
person. Our efforts should be in
helping them resource distribution.

Rev Shen Xue Bin, Chairman of Shanghai
CCC and Rev Brian Anderson.

with the Mandarin language giving
voice to the traditional hymns like
“this is my story, this is my song.”
But what is their story, what is their
song? Well it is survival to huge
growth, it is faithfulness, it is unity,
but it is lacking a distinctive Chinese
feel.
The newly finished huge Cathedral
at the National Union Theological
College in Nanjing is beautifully
modern. The stage, pulpit and white
painted walls say nothing of the
Chinese Church.
It is estimated that there are 38
million Christians in China, although
that does not include unregistered
places of worship. The overwhelming
need is for ministers. They only
have 5,000 trained pastors, a third
of whom are women. Yet despite
this problem, the Chinese attitude is
not to cut corners for expediency.
It is essential that pastors are well
trained to protect against heresy, so
training is thorough and rigorous. The
work of the Untied Bible Societies is
deeply appreciated. National, regional
and provincial seminaries have wellstocked reference libraries thanks to
UBS financial giving.

With the ending of the Cultural
Revolution, the State now permits the
practice of five faiths, five separate
religious communities - Catholic,
Protestant, Taoist, Muslim and
Buddhist. Now the question is being
asked, ‘What does it mean to be a
Chinese Christian?’ Places of worship
have a strange western Christian feel,

I spent a day in the company of
Dan Dan, a Bible Society worker in
China. She arranged for me to meet
Professor Chi, who annually holds
a state conference looking at global
issues from a faith perspective. He
gathers theologians and experts from
the 5 permitted faiths to get their
understanding on “big issues” such as
Global Warming. He told me he looks
to the Bible Society to help him find
the Christian voice.
Then in the evening we dined with

two representatives of the Religious
Affairs Association, the part of
the communist government which
monitors religious activity. There were
two significant impressions left from
those conversations.
Firstly, the Communist Party
has certain rules about religious
expression and they will be
adhered to. The second was their
acknowledgement of how faith
was helpful to wider society. So
where they saw churches caring
for the elderly, educating children
with autism or teaching adults with
learning disability to bake, this was
good.
But what I also observed was the
integrity and approach of the Bible
Society in China. They work with
the authorities rather than against
them and it is bearing fruit and also
building significant relationships into
the future. The dinner was a case
in point. They seek relationship,
it has practical outworking and is
collaborative in style.
We worshipped with Christians in
Sheyang, who meet in a converted
five-storey building. The service had
a western feel to it. It was reverent
and engaging, even though I didn’t
understand a word. I looked around
and thought there were 500 people at
the service. When it was over I was
taken upstairs to the first overflow,
where another 500 worshipped via
TV screens and this was repeated
on the next two floors. 2,000 people
gathered for worship that morning
and that would be repeated later
in the day. 4,000 at worship, 400
young people for the youth ministry
and 300 children at Sunday school.
The Holy Spirit at work. Amen.

Professor Chi, Rev Brian Anderson and Dan Dan,
a Bible Society worker in China.
Information screen in Amity Printing Company foyer which has live updates
detailing the number of Bibles produced to date.
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International News
New Deaf Translation
Centre in Nigeria
The Bible Society of Nigeria want to
reach 1 million people who are deaf
by producing Scripture in Nigerian
Sign Language. To do this, they have
been travelling to Kenya to make use
of equipment, but this travel was
not sustainable. They really needed
their own Deaf Translation Centre in
Nigeria. In the Spring 2017 magazine
we asked you to donate towards this
building work.

Thank you for your help! In
September 2017 the Deaf Translation
Centre opened! This is a huge help
to the translators as they add to the
110 Bible stories already translated.
Many people like Luke Bello, Pastor
in a deaf church, will be so pleased
to receive more of the Bible. Luke
attended the dedication of the new
centre: “I am very happy that the
deaf can now hear God... The Bible in
Nigerian Sign Language will help the
deaf to know more about God.”

The Tinggian
New Testament
It is vital that the Bible is
translated into people’s heart
language. But it’s not an easy
job, needing a lot of time and
money. Bible Societies join
together to prioritise raising
funds.

Members of the Tinggian translation team in the
Philippines.

What will happen in
2018?!
Every year Bible Society NI helps to
reach people around the world with
God’s Word. We are excited to see
what will happen in 2018. How
many people will receive a Bible for
the first time? How many people
will begin to know their God?
This year we are supporting
projects in 34 countries, and
we know you will help us. Over
the year, we will be sharing
news about these projects in our
magazine, letters, emails, calendar
and website. You might even hear
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Bible Society NI is currently
funding the translation of
the New Testament into the
Tinggian language in the
Philippines. This language is
spoken by 54,000 people
across the mountainous
northern provinces. In 2016

Luke stands in the new centre holding
a memory stick of the Nigerian Sign
Language Bible stories.

Mark’s Gospel was translated
and received with great
celebration. This urged the
Philippine Bible Society to start
work on the New Testament in
2017. They hope that by 2020
the Tinggian people will have
their first New Testament.
This work will cost about
£100,000 over three years and
incredibly, we are able to cover
all of these costs from here!
This is due to the donations
from a local company and the
kind gift that a Londonderry lady
left to us in her will. What an
amazing way to leave a lasting
impact.

one of our speakers in your church
or organisation.
Look out for your opportunity to
support literacy work in Cambodia
and Bible production in China.
You’ll get the chance to give
Bibles to police and prisoners in
Honduras, Scripture engagement
packs to families in Malawi and aid
packages to refugees in Lebanon.
From a kid in a classroom in
Lithuania to a father in the snowy
mountains of Peru, God’s Word
will be bringing light to dark places.
So much was achieved in 2017
through the generosity of people
here. We trust that God is going to
do amazing things in 2018!

Last year boxes of Bibles were taken to refugees
in Lebanon. Pray that we’ll be able to provide
even more this year.

It all comes
from God
‘I am the one who answers your prayers
and cares for you. I am like a tree that is
always green; all your fruit comes from
me.’
Hosea 14:5 (NLT)
What a beautiful verse tucked
in right at the end of Hosea.
Bible Societies around the world
can testify to God’s incredible
faithfulness in answering prayer.
We hear time and again of
provision for ministry, we hear of
protection on staff in dangerous
places and most importantly
we hear of incredible responses
to God’s own Word. Let’s pray
believing that God cares and
answers. Let’s dare to be bold
and expect great things from God
who never runs out of provision
for His kingdom.
FCBH: Faith Comes By Hearing - A
programme providing audio Scripture for
listening groups, set up through local
churches.
Good Samaritan Project: A Bible-based
HIV/AIDS education programme.
Workshop based, multi-media training.
Trauma Healing: Bible-Based counselling
for survivors of traumas such as
epidemics, disasters or war.
GS: General Secretary.
CEO: Chief Executive Officer.
OT/NT: Old/New Testament.

Prayer at Work

PULL OUT AND KEEP PRAYER GUIDE

JANUARY 21-27
Macedonia The team are led by GS
Petko Zlateski. Pray that God will
bless their efforts to make God’s
Word available to children and young
people through schools. Pray too
for the ongoing NT translation into
modern Macedonian as well as the
translation of 6 stories of Jesus into
Macedonian Sign Language.
Albania Work has been ongoing for
a number of years to complete a full
Albanian Bible in modern language.
Pray that this will soon be available
and that all Churches will welcome
the translation. Pray for the sportbased ministry to reach youth and for
Scripture going into prisons. GS Altin
Hysi oversees the work here.
Bulgaria GS Radoslav Apostolov and
the team are working to bring God’s
Word to children who are living in
poor conditions or in orphanages.
They are also reaching refugees and
prisoners as well as people with
visual disabilities. Pray for the planned
Handwritten Bible project to mark
150 years since the first Bulgarian
language translation.

SPRING 2018

JANUARY 28 - Feb 3
Poland Praise God that after much
work, the translation work on the
Interconfessional Bible in modern
Polish is now complete. Please pray
that this Bible will be well received
and widely distributed. May it draw
many to faith in Jesus. Pray for GS
Mrs Malgorzata Platajs. Give thanks
for opportunities to promote Bible
Society ministry on TV and radio.
Ukraine GS Oleksandr Babiychuk
leads the varied ministry with many
distribution opportunities. Pray
for great impact through Scripture
reaching people leaving rehabilitation
centres, victims of conflict, people
in the military and children in
orphanages or summer camps. Pray
for new openings, partnerships and
supporters to help the ministry to
expand.
Belarus Pray for Executive Director
Igor Mikhailov and all who work in
Belarus to spread the Word of God.
Give thanks for the openings to give
God’s Word and minister to children
who find themselves in orphanages,
to people who are battling addiction
and to the elderly who are often
alone. Pray for good partnerships with
churches.

Bible-a-month Project January: China
There are people in China who have been
Christians for years and they’re crying
out for Bibles. Living through the Cultural
Revolution, they went for years not being
able to own a Bible, but today things
are different. Today in China people are
receiving the Bible. In fact Bibles are even
being printed in China, and Bible Societies
are paying for the paper that is used to
print them. This means that even those
living in poverty can now receive their
own Bible.

• Praise God for the Church in China.
Thank Him for how he has opened doors
and guided Christians through difficult
years.
• Thank God for the good partnership
between United Bible Societies and the
Amity Printing Company in Nanjing. Pray
that this relationship will continue and
allow more and more people in China to
receive the Bible.
• Pray that the government in China
would continue to allow people to
express their faith in Jesus.

This month £5 will give someone in
China the Bible that they’ve longed
for.

Donate by text: send BAMC18£5 to 70070
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FEBRUARY 4-10

FEBRUARY 11-17

FEBRUARY 18-24

FEB 25 - MARCH 3
Georgia Give thanks for the
Youth Translation Project,
which is going well. Pray that
the full NT translation will be
complete this year. Pray for
the large distribution over the
next two years to marginalised
and forgotten people, including
internally displaced. Executive
Director Avtandil Guruli leads
the work.

Democratic Republic of Congo
GS Christophe Kongo Kote
leads the team. Pray for work
on a number of translation
projects as well as the FCBH
groups. Pray for the Trauma
Healing programmes on the
radio and for the Trauma
Healing for children caught in
war.

Argentina Pray for the projects
to help Christians connect with
the Bible, and for God’s Word
to impact culture and society.
Pray for the Bible translation
project for children in Argentine
Sign Language. Thank God
for the growing distribution
through the team led by GS
Ruben Del Re.

Portugal This is the last of a 3
year project to reach 1 million
children between the ages
of 4 and 14. Pray that it will
bear much fruit. Pray also for
the annual ‘Bible Moov’ youth
competition. Pray for Executive
Director Miguel Jerónimo,
Board and staff as they work
to promote God’s Word.

Congo There are several OT
and NT translation projects
under way; pray for good
progress. Pray for the Good
Samaritan programmes for
adults and children and for
opportunities to give Bibles
to school pupils. GS Landry
Mangoyo and team really need
a new distribution vehicle.

Chile Please pray for the
OT translation into the
Mapudungun language and
for the translators. Pray for
understanding and peace in
southern Chile. Pray also for
ministry to churches, youth
and the elderly. Ask God for
provision and for blessing on
GS Francisco Errazu and the
team.

Italy GS Valdo Bertalot leads
work to spread God’s Word
and promote the Bible Society
ministry. Pray for strengthening
relationships with churches and
other Christian organisations.
May they be blessed with new
supporters. Ask for new ways
to engage with society and for
blessing on their fundraising.

Zambia Pray for acting GS
Stephen Kakungu and team
and the FCBH, Alpha and
literacy programmes. Pray for
the first time Bible translations,
Bible revisions and Study Bibles
that are at various stages. Pray
that soon many more people
will have access to the Bible.
Angola The Bible Society
is working on 7 translation
projects to bring access to
many more people. Pray for
GS Beatriz Hupa and the small
team and their efforts to make
the ministry known. Ask God
to raise up supporters and
partnerships with churches and
other organisations.

Uruguay Please pray for GS
Samuel Duarte and the team
as they partner with churches,
reach children and work on a
sign language translation. Ask
God to provide so that the
ministry can expand and for
new strategies to spread God’s
Word across the country.
Paraguay Please pray for
progress on the Enhlet and
Nivaclé Bible revisions and
the Guarani Study Bible.
Pray for the sign langauge
project, ministry to riverside
communities and Scripture
for youth. May the Board of
Directors, Executive Director
Pedro Escobar and staff know
God’s wisdom and guidance.

Greece Thank God for the
continued work in Greece
despite the ever-increasing
economic crisis they are facing.
Give thanks for the distribution
of God’s Word in schools,
churches, universities and the
military. May the Word of God
bring light to every reader. Pray
for GS Michail Chatzigiannis
and team.
Czech Republic May God
empower Christians in the
Czech Republic to share God’s
Word. Pray for young people
in this agnostic society, that
God would open their hearts.
Thank the Lord for the Bible
for Teenagers, which was
published in 2016. Pray for GS
Pavel Novak and team.

Armenia Pray for GS Yeznik
Petrosyan, the Board and staff.
Pray for work to produce the
Study Bible, modern language
NT and Scripture in Sign
Language. Ask God to bless
the distribution to children,
soldiers and people in border
villages. Pray too for the
ministry to visually impaired
people.
Azerbaijan Give thanks that the
Bible Society in Azerbaijan was
registered last year. Pray for
GS Rasim Khalilov as he works
to further this new work. Give
thanks for partnership with
churches and distribution to
children. Pray for opportunities
to make the Bible known in this
country with so few Christians.
Tajikistan Pray that the work
here will strengthen and for
new opportunities. Give thanks
for the Bibles reaching children
and pray that the Tajik Bible
with Dictionary will soon be
complete and published. The
Church is tiny here so pray that
the Gospel will spread and pray
for GS Shuhratjon Nigmatov.

Thank you for your faithful prayers
Bible-a-month Project February: Lebanon
Many people have fled Syria and Iraq.
Families of refugees have sought safety
in Lebanon, a relatively peaceful haven in
the centre of conflict. The Bible Society
there is working with refugees, providing
necessary aid while offering the hope and
peace found in God’s Word. Packages are
put together to supply food and cleaning
products. Scripture will always be available
to these families, including Bibles for
adults, children’s Bibles and colouring
books.
88

• Pray that each copy of Scripture being
distributed in Lebanon will bring joy and
encouragement to the refugee families.
• Thank God for the great partnership
between the Bible Society in Lebanon and
the churches and aid organisations there
that allow this work to happen.
• Pray for peace in Syria and Iraq and for
the many people who have not been able
to flee from the troubles there. Pray that
people in these places would know God’s
presence and protection.

Donate by text: send BAMC18£5 to 70070

This month £5 will put a Children’s Bible
and a New Testament into an aid package
for a refugee family.

MARCH 4-10
Australia Praise God for the
special bicentenary events
that took place in 2017. Give
thanks for the success of
the art book Our Mob, God’s
Story, awarded 2017 Christian
Book of the Year. All sales
proceeds of this book are
going towards their indigenous
Scripture publishing projects.
Pray for the large team led by
CEO Greg Clarke as they are
spread over a vast area.
Papua New Guinea
Mary Vanua is acting GS
leading the various teams
as they work on a number
of translation and literacy
projects. Pray that they
will be encouraged by good
progress on their translations
and strong partnerships with
other agencies. Many language
groups are still waiting for
Scripture. Ask for protection
for teams in remote areas. Pray
too for funding and personnel
to support all the projects
needed.
Indonesia Please pray for the
ongoing translation work and
all that is involved in these
projects. Pray that Church
leaders would approve the
translations which are now
complete. Ask God to provide
all the needs of the translation
teams to ensure nothing will
hinder the progress of their
work. Pray for the whole team
led by Harsiatmo Pranowo.

See our website
for more prayer
resources:
www.bsni.co.uk

MARCH 11-17

MARCH 18-24

Switzerland Thank God for
His love and protection. Please
pray for all the refugees,
prison inmates, the elderly,
those experiencing social
injustices and all those in need
in this small country. Pray
also for CEO Eva Thomi, staff,
volunteers and donors. Praise
God for their dedicated work
and support.

Bangladesh Pray for Acting
GS Milon Patwary, the staff
team and Board as they work
to make the Bible known. Pray
for lasting impact of Scripture
distribution to children, young
people, unreached people and
those in rural areas. Pray too
for the literacy programmes,
ministry to women and
children and special Trauma
Healing projects. Ask God to
change families and whole
communtities as people
respond to the Gospel.

Germany Pray for the 50th
anniversary of the German
“Good News” Bible and
the campaign to encourage
people to read it. Pray that the
translation of the Basic Bible
OT will soon be complete. Pray
for GS Christoph Rösel and
staff team and for continued
support from churches and
donors.
Austria Please pray for
the refugees and prisoners
receiving Bibles and for the
Bible Centre in Vienna which
engages children, young people
and adults. Pray for all taking
part in the Handwritten Bible
project – they are now working
on the OT after completing the
NT. Pray for GS Jutta Henner.
Hungary Thank God for
the Ukrainian–Hungarian
NT and for the “Bible and
the Reformation” travelling
exhibition. Please pray for
GS Ottó Pecsuk, staff and
programmes, including the NT
translation into sign language,
and Bible distribution in
hospitals, prisons and schools,
as well as to refugees and
Romany communities.

MARCH 25-31

India Pray for the ministry in
India that is run by 17 Auxiliary
regional teams. GS Mani
Chacko manages the work
overall in this diverse and vast
country. Pray for the staff and
huge numbers of volunteers
who work on translation,
production, distribution and
engagement with Scripture.
Pray for ongoing resources
and personnel to see the work
expand in this country where
so many religions exist.
Nepal Pray for CEO Tej Jirel
and the small team who
work to spread the Gospel
in a place where it is not
always welcome. Pray that
their practical response to
natural disasters will be a
great witness along with their
Scripture distribution. Pray
for work to help women,
children and young people
engage with God’s Word and
for the production of Scripture
portions in Nepali Sign
Language.

Belgium (French) Thank God
for the achievements made in
2017 in support of the Bible
cause. Please ask that the
projects implemented last year
may continue to stimulate the
population’s interest in the
Bible. Pray for GS Vincent
Beckers and the team as they
sell and distribute God’s Word.
Pray for strong partnerships
and increased support.
Belgium (Flemish) Pray for the
team working to promote the
Bible with the Flemish speaking
population in Belgium. Pray for
good opportunities to present
Bible Society ministry also.
Give thanks for the strong
partnership with the Bible
Society in the Netherlands.
Pray for success in the work to
bring God’s Word to children.
Netherlands Thank God that
last year, the people of the
Netherlands voted the Bible
as the most important book.
Together with the Bible
Society of Belgium (Flemish),
their focus is on the Bible for
children. Please pray for the
readers of their children’s
magazine and their new
Sunday School programme.
Pray for GS Rieuwerd
Buitenwerf and team.

Thank the Lord
that he hears
and answers our
prayers!

Bible-a-month Project March: Togo
The Bible Society of Togo is supplying
Proclaimers (wind-up audio Bibles) to
people, encouraging them to sit and
listen to God’s Word. This allows people
who have never learnt how to read to
understand the words that God speaks.
Listening Groups are set up in churches,
prisons and schools as people gather
together to spend time listening to the
Bible, discussing the meaning of God’s
Word and praying with each other.

• Pray for the staff of the Bible Society of
Togo as they travel all over the country to
help people set up new listening groups.
Pray that they will be an encouragement to
those seeking understanding.
• Praise God that people are now able
to listen to the Bible in eight different
languages in Togo. God’s Word is reaching
people in their heart language.
• Pray that as people listen to God’s Word
they would know the grace of God and
their lives would be changed.

This month £5 will help someone hear
God’s Words in a Listening Group in
Togo.

Donate by text: send BAMC18£5 to 70070
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APRIL 1 - 7

APRIL 8 - 14

APRIL 15 - 21

Burkina Faso Pray for the
impact of the Gulmancema
Bible launched in 2016 and for
ongoing Bible translation and
publication projects. Pray too
for the FCBH programme and
braille Scripture distribution.
Pray for GS Dramane Yankiné
and team; may they see an end
to terror in their country.

Bolivia Pray for the spread of
God’s Word in Bolivia and for
God’s protection and guidance
for the team led by GS Fanny
Cossío. Pray for literacy and
children’s projects and for
efforts to reach people with
visual and hearing impairments.
Ask God to protect staff who
travel to remote regions.

Namibia Pray for provision and
new fundraising initiatives.
Pray for translation projects
including the new Oshiwambo
Bible. Pray too for braille
distribution and the Trauma
Healing programme. Pray also
for GS Barnie van der Walt,
staff, board, partners and
friends of the Bible Society.

Ghana Pray for GS Erasmus
Odonkor and the wide
ministry of the team. Pray for
ongoing Bible translation and
distribution as well as sales
through the Bible Society shop.
Praise God for Scripture for
children, youth and military as
well as literacy and Trauma
Healing programmes.

Brazil Thank God for 70 years
of Bible Society of Brazil this
year and for the completion
of the Almeida revised and
updated translation; pray that
this will reach younger readers
especially. Pray for guidance in
the election of the new Board
of Directors in August.

Botswana Pray for the team led
by GS Gabriel Tsuaneng. Thank
God that the NT in the Kalanga
language is complete; pray for
the ongoing OT translation.
Pray for translation and literacy
programmes for Shiyeyi and
Shekgalagari speakers. Pray
for the armed forces as they
receive Scripture.

Togo Please pray for the
launch of the new Ewe Bible
and for the start of three new
translation projects. Pray for
the completion of the Ikposso
translation project. Pray also
for the literacy and FCBH
programmes as well as work
to reach young people. Estelle
Akouegnon is GS here.

You can receive
prayer requests
straight to your
in-box when you
sign up for Prayer
Circle. Email
info@bsni.co.uk
to find out more.

Peru Pray for the ‘Bread of
Life’ project that provides poor
children with daily food and
Scripture. Pray for the efforts
to reduce family violence and
child abuse and for the work
on social reintegration of
prisoners by studying God’s
Word. Executive Director Pablo
Gutierrez leads the team.
Ecuador Praise God for
the achievements made in
spreading His Word. Pray
for the work to teach Bible
principles to young people
and children. Pray also that
publishing projects may attract
more and more people to
the Bible message. Pray for
Executive Director Daniel Oliva
and team.

APRIL 22 - 28

Zimbabwe Please pray for the
completion of the Shona Study
Bible and the Chikunda OT in
2018; may they bring life to
many. Pray also for the work
to reach children and for the
Peace Building project to have
a positive impact on society.
Pray for GS Chipo Maringe and
team.
Malawi Pray for GS Clapperton
Mayuni and team who are
working to reach children
and young people with God’s
Word. Pray too for their
work on the Elhomwe Bible
translation and publication. Ask
God to bless the FCBH and
Good Samaritan programmes
and the family engagement
work also.

England & Wales Pray for
the work and staff led by
Chief Executive Paul Williams
as they develop a strategy
for the coming years that
will inspire Christians to be
confident in the Scriptures,
change the conversation about
the Bible in culture and bring
transformative application of
the Bible in the world.
Northern Ireland Pray for
us as we continue to build
partnerships and strengthen
relationships with Churches
and other Christian agencies
so that we might have a
deeper impact at home. Pray
also for fresh ways to attract
new supporters and partners
who are passionate about the
spread of the Bible. Pray for
GS Catherine Little and team.
Scotland Pray for the
Bibleworld Books resource to
help children in church-based
after school clubs to improve
their literacy and reading
abilities whilst learning more
about the Bible. Pray for Elaine
Duncan who leads the team
as they connect with churches
and partners to promote the
Bible and the Society.
Ireland Pray for President
Gillian Kingston and the Board
as they work to strengthen the
ministry after 2 difficult years.
There are no staff at present,
so please pray for God’s clear
guidance in the recruitment
process. Pray for good
partnerships that will create
new opportunities.

Bible-a-month Project April: Algeria
The Berber language has only recently
been recognised as a national language in
Algeria. The Church amongst this people
group is now growing and the Bible Society
are keen to keep up with the demand for
Bibles. The first movie shown in Berber was
the Jesus film, and the first book published
was the Gospel of Luke translated by the
Bible Society. The availability of Scripture in
Berber has had a significant influence on the
people of Algeria.
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• Please pray that the Berber people will
engage with the Scriptures and better
understand God’s Word. Ask that more
people will come to know the Lord.
• Pray for the protection of the Bible
Society staff and volunteers who distribute
the Scriptures. Pray that they will be able to
keep doing this work safely.
• Thank God that people have a desire
to engage with His Word. Pray that the
necessary funding and resources will be
available to meet this demand.

Donate by text: send BAMC18£5 to 70070

This month £5 will give a Berber Bible
to someone in Algeria.

From Ireland to India
Rev John Faris recently retired from serving as a
Presbyterian minister in Cork and currently sits on the
Board of the National Bible Society in Ireland. He visited
Gujarat in North West India in October 2017, where he
was able to visit the Bible House and meet the team of the
Gujarat Auxiliary of the Bible Society of India.

Bible House – the offices and shop of the
Gujarat Auxiliary of the Bible Society in
India.

Indian Links
Gujarat was the first overseas
mission field of the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland. The staff at
the Gujarat Auxiliary of the Bible
Society of India are very proud
of this heritage and were keen to
tell John all about it. John shared
that, “Indian Christians are very
conscious of their history and
of those who have shared the
gospel with them. I was shown
their ‘Dorothy Shannon Heritage
Corner’ which houses historic
Gujarati Bibles. Dorothy Shannon,
from Northern Ireland, served as a
Presbyterian missionary in Gujarat
for many years. She worked with
people affected with leprosy and
orphaned children. She also led a
very active retirement in Bangor,
Co Down.”
John kindly brought greetings
from Bible Society NI and from
the National Bible Society of
Ireland. He had the opportunity
to encourage the team as he led
them in a short devotional based
on the story of Philip and the
Ethiopian official on the desert
road. These words remind us
how important it is that people
are helped to understand God’s
Word, so that they may hear God
speaking to them.
John enjoyed spending some
time chatting with the staff and
hearing about opportunities they
have to share the Word of God.
“One of the staff shared how she
had given one of their leaflets
about Jesus as the light of the
world to a friend. She had had

…no more
than 8% of the
population
are Christian

no idea about her friend’s inner
struggles. Some time afterwards
the friend told her that she had
been contemplating suicide but
the leaflet had given her new
hope.”

The sign in Bible House in Gujarat showing
the honour that is placed upon the life and
ministry of Dorothy Shannon.

Remembering India
Bible Society NI is keen to keep
strong links between Christians in
Northern Ireland and Christians in
India. This partnership could equip
the Bible Society of India as they
continue sharing the hope found
in the Word of God, strengthening
the Church in a minority Christian
population.

Last year we supported the Bible Society of
India in their ongoing work to bless orphans.We
are partnering with them on translation in 2018.

Please pray for the vast mission
field that is India where no more
than 8% of the population are
Christian. Pray for the many
opportunities that the Bible
Society have to distribute God’s
Word in different formats and
for the more than 25 translation
projects at various stages.
The Bible Society works in 17
Auxiliaries across the country to
reach as many regions as possible
with the truth of the Gospel.

11

News Snippets at Home
5 Ordinary People who Changed
the World
Bible Society NI has been invited to the Market
Place Theatre, Armagh. Mary Jones, who walked
for miles to get a Bible, was a great inspiration
to the beginnings of the Bible Society movement
in the early 19th century. Now a group of actors
have been inspired to share her story, and they’re
inviting you to come and watch:
Dungannon Methodist Church and guest soloists
present ‘5 Ordinary People Who Changed The
World’ – a new musical telling dramatic stories of
the lives of Mary Jones, Martin Luther and other
courageous men and women; people who had
great faith in God and acted upon it, making the
world a better place. Come and have an enjoyable
and inspiring evening, be entertained and
challenged by the drama, singing and instrumental
music. With special guests, Ballyclare Male Voice
Choir.
(Content suitable for all the family. Ticket price:
£12 (concession £10). Saturday 21st April 2018.
Book your tickets at www.marketplacearmagh.
com)

Thank you C.E!
Last year Bible Society NI were delighted to
partner with Christian Endeavour Ireland to raise
money to give Scripture to kids in Northern
Ireland.
C.E. groups across Northern Ireland used the
‘Storytellers’ pack to help them think a bit more
about what the Bible is and how they can share
it with other people. Junior, Young People’s and
Senior groups all got involved in the project and
an amazing £7,000 was raised.

Enniskillen Methodist
Celebrates the Bible
Last year was the 150th anniversary of the
Enniskillen Methodist Church building. To
celebrate they held a Bible Weekend, and we
were pleased to join in the celebration.
Over the weekend people gathered to praise
God, opening the Bible together and hearing
encouraging stories of how the Bible is shared and
used all over the world. The church collected 150
Bibles for display, including very old family Bibles,
pew Bibles and a collection of non-English Bibles.
These were viewed all day on Saturday when the
church opened for a Bible reading marathon. For
12 hours members of the congregation read aloud
the four Gospels and the book of Acts.
Bible Society NI are very thankful for the £500
that was given to help provide the gift of the
Bible to others across the world. Many individuals
in the church also decided to twin their Bibles
to mark the celebration. How wonderful that
a celebration of the past can make such a
difference to people in the future.
If your church would be interested in holding a
Bible Weekend, get in touch at info@bsni.co.uk

This money has been used to give little Bible
books to the Amazing Journey project run by the
Baptist Youth Department. Dramatic storytellers
with activities and huge displays visit primary
schools across the country. Every child that takes
part in the Amazing Journey receives their own
Bible book.
A huge thank you for all the hard work C.E.
groups put into raising money to give God’s Word
to kids in Northern Ireland!
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Leah McKibben, Bible Society NI collects the cheque from
Mr Alan Blair, 2017 Irish C.E. President and Miss Avril
Graham, Irish Missionary Convenor at the annual C.E.
Convention that was held in Enniskillen.

Julie, Richard, Ben and Jack Ryan from Belfast took up the challenge and twinned their Bibles with China and Cuba.

Bible Twinning
We have been amazed at
the response to our Bible
Twinning campaign. We
are encouraging people from
Northern Ireland to twin their
Bibles so that Bibles can be
provided to families, individuals
and churches in China, Cuba
or Togo. Through your
generosity some people will
have received their own copy
of God’s Word for the first
time.

Rev Sam McGuffin from Enniskillen
Methodist Church, taking his turn in the
Bible reading marathon.

China, Cuba or Togo. We are
so grateful for this support
and partnership with The Book
Well.

A Sponsored Walk
We are continually surprised
by who and what comes
through the door of the
office in Howard Street. We
love getting visitors and are
continually amazed at the
generosity of supporters like
you.

The Ryan family from Belfast
took up the challenge and
twinned their Bibles with China
and Cuba. Richard owns The
Book Well book shop on the
Belmont Road in Belfast and
has also twinned the Bible
from the shop with Togo.

In November a visitor called in
to tell us that he had recently
completed a sponsored walk
from Holywood to Bangor for
Bible Society NI and raised the
absolutely fabulous amount of
£2,065. Thank you so much
Norman!

The Book Well is a Christian
book shop and they have been
enthusiastic supporters of Bible
Twinning. They encourage
those who are buying a Bible
to twin their new Bible with

Could you be inspired to walk,
run, bake, craft or dance for
Bible Society NI? Get in touch
and let us know.
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Spring Appeal
A Big Bible-loving Lion in Egypt
Just over a year ago in Egypt, terrorist groups put out
a call to attack Christians. A bomb killed 29 people in
the main Coptic Cathedral in Cairo, mostly women and
children. A couple of months later at least 7 Christians
were killed in separate attacks in the city of El Arish in
Sinai.
How do you respond when your life and the lives of your
children are threatened? Five hundred families gathered
themselves together and fled.
Imagine being a child in this situation. One morning you
go to the school you’ve gone to for years, but today
you get beaten up and bullied because the other kids
know you’re a Christian. When you return home your
neighbours threaten you and attack your house. When
these threats don’t stop, but get worse, your parents
pack some bags, get your shoes on your feet and you
leave. You travel to a place you do not know. You’re
afraid, worried and sad.
Five hundred families quickly lost hope and lost joy.
Where children should have been laughing and playing,
instead they were hurting.
The Bible Society of Egypt wanted to help. Straight
away they travelled to meet with these families, bringing
the help that they had to offer – the hope found in the
words of Christ. On this visit and on many after, they
sat and listened to these families, praying with them,
comforting them and sharing the Bible with them.
And the children? Now they are smiling… a visit from a

big Bible-loving lion never fails to put a smile on a child’s
face!

Let us introduce you to Kingo…
Kingo appears on a popular television programme,
watched by many children throughout Egypt. He is a big
lion who loves the Bible. He shares stories with children,
teaching them the values and lessons that can be found
in Scripture.
The Bible Society has brought Kingo to life. Now the
children in Egypt can come along to a Kingo Festival
and meet the lion themselves. The Bible Society runs
these festivals with the help of many volunteers. They
lead hundreds of kids in singing and praying and they
play games and do quizzes. The Bible is opened and
the kids have the opportunity to hear stories being read
and acted out. Kingo and his puppet friends and helpers
bring Bible stories to life for many children who will have
never engaged in God’s Word in such a creative way
before. When Kingo visited the kids who had fled the
danger, their faces lit up.
On one occasion the children heard the story of the
servant girl who served Namaan’s wife (2 Kings 5). They
were taught that even if we are not living in our own
homes we can and should be a light for Jesus wherever
we are. The families were so encouraged by this
message and the reminder that God is always with them.

A big thank you to the churches in the Church of
Ireland Diocese of Armagh. Sunday Schools have
been learning about this work and raising money
to give Bibles to kids in Egypt. We loved putting
together Sunday School lesson plans and activities
about Kingo. If you’d like a copy of this resource
get in touch with us at info@bsni.co.uk
There were 6,000 kids at a Kingo Festival where this young
boy received a Bible activity book.
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On other visits Kingo has helped the
families turn to the Sermon on the Mount
in Matthew 5. The Bible Society has
shared with us that on these occasions
tears would flow as verses 11 and 12
were read:
“Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of
evil against you because of me. Rejoice
and be glad, because great is your reward
in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before
you.”
Through her tears one woman said,
“These words were said by Jesus over
2,000 years ago… but His Words hit our
hearts today.”

Kingo gives the Bible activity books to the children.

A big Bible-loving lion can bring smiles to
children’s faces, but it is only the Word of
God that can bring true joy to their hearts.
Every child that goes along to a festival
will receive their own Scripture activity
book. This will share Bible stories with
the children in a way that will help them
understand the message. Many of these
kids won’t be able to read very well and
so the activities are a great way to help
them engage with Scripture.
You have the opportunity to support this
work in Egypt. You can help to bring
comfort and joy to Christians who feel
isolated and worried in a society where so
often they are not accepted. Just 20p will
give a Bible activity book to a kid in Egypt
so a donation of £10 would give books to
50 kids.

Kingo brings smiles to kids’ faces.

Please pray for this important ministry and
consider making a donation to help share
the Word of God in Egypt. Fill in and post
the sheet that came with your magazine,
or contact Bible Society NI at 028 9032
6577 to make a donation over the phone.
If you would like to make a donation by
text, send WATW18£10 to 70070. (There
is no charge for this service, so your full
donation by text will go to this project.)

Every child receives their own Bible activity book at a
Kingo Festival.
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2018 Calendar
Lives are being changed through
Bible-a-month.
Each year the Bible-a-month calendar shares
12 countries where amazing Bible Society
projects are taking place. For over 40 years
people in Northern Ireland have been making
regular gifts through the calendar, praying
that lives will be changed because of God’s
Word.
Order your FREE 2018 calendar now and join
in!
A gift of £5 every month is enough to give
someone a Bible. In 2018 you could…
• Give someone in China the Bible that
they’ve longed for.
• Put Scripture into an aid package for a
refugee family in Lebanon.
• Help someone hear God’s words in a
Listening Group in Togo.
• Provide a Quechua Bible to someone in a
literacy class in Peru.
• Give New Testaments to two kids in
Cambodia.
Ring 028 9032 6577 or email
info@bsni.co.uk to order your 2018 calendar.

It’s got a new look!
Our 2018 calendar has had a facelift. Don’t
you just love the new design? Wherever you
hang it, we hope that people will see the
great photos and be encouraged that God’s
Word is changing lives.
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